THE VIETNAM WAR – Part 1
I. Navigate to Sparknotes’ Vietnam War page.

A. Click on Historical Background 900-1900.
B. As you read the history of Vietnam answer the questions that follow:

 1) In the 1600’s what two families dominated what two regions of Vietnam? What were the respective Capitol cities of each region? 
2)  When did the French take over Vietnam? 
3)  Where did they locate the new colonial Capitol?
4)  What other territories were added to form French Indochina?
5)  How did a “Tradition of Resistance” help the Vietnamese resist the power of various imperial overlords?
6.  Why should Vietnam’s history have been a warning to both France and the United States?

7.  How was Vietnam’s Culture influenced by foreign invaders?
At the bottom (and the top) of the article you will see a light blue box entitled “Study Guide”.
To the right of this Title box is a drop-down box that you can click on to navigate to the next chapter.  You can click on either the light blue down-arrow, or click on one of the black arrows on the right or left of the text box.  Cicking on the black arrow on the  right will take you to the next chapter.  Clicking on the black left arrow will take you back to the previous chapter.
Now, navigate to the next chapter: “Vietnamese Nationalism and the First Indochina War: 1900–1954”

8. Identify the following key people associated with the first Indochina war:
a. Ho Chi Minh
b. Bao Dai

c. Vo Nguyen Giap

d. Harry S Truman
9.  Why did nationalist and Communist organizations form after 1919?
10.  What happened to most of the Nationalist & Communist insurgent groups which formed after 1919?
11. Why did Ho Chi Minh found the Vietminh in 1941?
12. How were the Vietminh able to fight Japanese occupation so successfully?
13. How did the Communist Vietminh come to control Hanoi in 1945? 
14. What was the French & U.S. response to the August Revolution & the DRV?

15. Why was the Vietnam War so morally confusing for Americans?
16. Why were the Vietminh able to be more successful than other Nationalist groups in Vietnam?

17. Why was the Vietminh so popular with the Vietnamese people?
18. Why was southern Vietnamese politics, so factionalized and corrupt?

19. What was the name given to the fighting between the French and the Vietminh between 1945 & 1954?
20.  What was the significance of the small French outpost of  Dien Bien Phu in the mountains of northern Vietnam?

21.  Explain the provisions of the 1954 Geneva Accords.

