THE CIVIL WAR – FILM PRACTICE TEST
THE CIVIL WAR – FILM QUIZ #1
1. In what year did the Civil War begin?

a. 1865     b. 1860     c. 1863     d. 1861

2. In what year did the Civil War end?

a. 1865     b. 1860     c. 1863     d. 1861

3. By 1860, one out of every ____ Americans was a slave.

a. 7     b. 10     c. 70     d. 100

4. Who led the raid on Harper’s Ferry Armory & Engine house?

a. Frederick Douglass     b. John Brown     c. John Wilkes Booth     d. Robert E. Lee

5. What was the first state to secede from the Union?

a. Virginia     b. Alabama     c. North Carolina     d. South Carolina

6. What fort was attacked by rebels, sparking war with the North?

a. Ft. Hood     b. Ft. Sumpter     c. Ft. Wright     d. Ft. Campbell

7. Who was elected president of the Confederacy?

a. Jefferson Davis     b. Robert E. Lee     c. Sam Davis     d. Elisha Hunt Rhodes

8. Where was the capital of the Confederacy located?

a. Richmond Va.     b. Charleston S.C.     c. Atlanta Ga.     d. Jackson Ms. 

9. Who was Lincoln’s 1st choice to lead the Union Army?

a. U.S. Grant     b. Robert E. Lee     c. George McClellan     d. W.T. Sherman

10. Who did Lincoln first appoint to be in charge of the Union Army?

a. Thomas J. Jackson    b. Irvin McDowell   c. William T. Sherman   d. Nathan B. Forrest

11. Where was the 1st major battle of the war fought?

a. Cold Harbor     b. Manassas     c. Shiloh     d. Gettysburg

12. What Union general was considered to be insane because he predicted that heavy casualties would be necessary to win the war?

a. U.S. Grant     b. Robert E. Lee     c. George McClellan     d. William T. Sherman

13. What was the name of the Confederacy’s first ironclad ship?

a. Monitor     b. Merrimack     c. CSS Alabama    d. CSS Mississippi

14. What Union general became a hero after victories at Ft. Henry & Ft. Donelson?

a. Irvin McDowell    b. William T. Sherman    c. George McClellan    d. U.S. Grant

15. What was the age of the youngest Union soldier wounded in the war?

a. 11    b. 12    c. 13    d. 14

16. In what state is Shiloh located?

a. Virginia    b. Tennessee    c. Mississippi    d. Georgia

17. The name Shiloh comes from the Hebrew word  meaning “Place of _________”.

a. Death    b. Honor     c. Blood     d. Peace

18. According to the film, what was the most important innovation of the war?

a. the machine gun    b. railroad artillery    c. the rifle & minie ball    d. the submarine

19. Who talked Ulysses S. Grant out of quitting the Army?

a. William T. Sherman    b. Abraham Lincoln    c. Robert E. Lee     d. his father

20. In 1862, what did President Lincoln say was the purpose of the war?

a. to free the slaves    b. to preserve the Union    c. to punish the South    d. to conquer new lands
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1. Why did the Union Navy want to control the Mississippi river?

a. it led to the Confederate capital.

b. it would make troop movements easier

c. to cut off food supplies to the South

d. it would cut the Confederacy in half

2. Why did Gen. McClellan refuse to attack Richmond?

a. he had been born there.

b. he thought he was outnumbered by the enemy

c. the city’s defenses were too strong.

d. he suspected it was a Confederate trap

3. What Country considered calling for a negotiated settlement to the war?

a. England

b. Germany

c. Spain

d. Holland

4. Who was exempt from the Confederate draft?

a. college students

b. owners of 20 or more slaves

c. politician’s sons

d. nobody

5. Early in 1863 what was the one remaining Confederate stronghold on the Mississippi river?

a. New Orleans

b. Memphis

c. Corinth

d. Vicksburg

6. What “new tactic” did Lincoln realize was necessary to keep England & France from recognizing the Confederacy.

a. the use of railroads

b. emancipation of the slaves

c. cavalry charges

d. a blockade of southern states

7. When Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston was shot, who took over as overall commander of the Confederate Army?

a. Robert E. Lee

b. “Stonewall” Jackson

c. Nathan Bedford Forrest

d. Jefferson Davis

8. The South thought that England & France could not survive without

a. slaves

b. southern corn

c. southern cotton

d. southern wheat

9. Who won the 2nd battle of Bull Run?

a. the North

b. the South

10. The battle of Antietam was really ___ battles.

a. 5

b. 2

c. 4

d. 3 

11. Although no ground was gained at Antietam, it was the bloodiest day in American history. The Union suffered 12,400 casualties, twice the number of casualties suffered

a. at Fredericksburg

b. at Pearl Harbor

c. on D-Day

d. on Iwo Jima

12. Jefferson Davis called what city “ …the nail that holds the Confederacy together”.

a. Vicksburg

b. Richmond

c. Fredericksburg

d. Memphis

13. Because of emancipation, neither _____ nor _____ would oppose a United States pledged to end slavery?

a. North/South

b. Spain/Germany

c. England/France

d. Mexico/Canada

14. What was the chief killer of the Civil War?

a. Disease

b. Gunshot wounds

c. Shrapnel wounds

d. old age

15. Who said, “It is well that war is so terrible, or we would grow too fond of it.”

a. Abraham Lincoln

b. Jefferson Davis

c. Ulysses S. Grant

d. Robert E. Lee

16. What was the “great available, but unavailed of force for restoring the Union”.

a. American Indians

b. The Negro population

c. Women

d. attack dogs

17. What was the nickname given to opposition groups like the “Knights of the Golden Circle” and the “Sons of Liberty”?

a. Copperheads

b. Rattlesnakes

c. Water Moccasins

d. Pythons

18. By the end of the war, Unionists from every state except _____ had sent regiments to the north.

a. Virginia

b. Georgia

c. Alabama

d. South Carolina

19. What was the major fault in Lee’s plan of attack at Chancellorsville?

a. He divided his forces.

b. He attacked uphill.

c. He started the attack too late in the day.

d. He didn’t use his cavalry.

20. Why did Lee consider Chancellorsville his most costly victory?

a. He lost more troops than he had at Antietam.

b. “Stonewall” Jackson was killed.

c. The Union controlled Vicksburg.

d. One-half of his troops deserted.
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1. What city on the Mississippi, did Lincoln consider to be the “key” to Union victory?

a. Richmond

b. Vicksburg

c. Charleston

d. Chattanooga

2. Jefferson Davis wanted Lee to help relieve the siege of Vicksburg, but Lee had a bolder plan. He decided to invade ____.

a. Pennsylvania

b. New York

c. Indiana

d. Ohio

3. The Battle of Gettysburg began as a battle over 

a. a vital railroad center.

b. the Mississippi river.

c. shoes.

d. a key fortification.

4. What army held the high ground at Gettysburg?

a. the North

b. the South

5. General ________’s charge up Cemetary ridge was a big mistake.

a. McClellan

b. Lee

c. Pickett

d. Longstreet

6. Who won the battle of Gettysburg?

a. the North

b. the South

c. neither side won a decisive victory.

7. What Confederate city finally surrendered to U.S. Grant on July 4, 1863?

a. Richmond

b. Atlanta

c. Petersburg

d. Vicksburg

8. On July 18th 1863, the all-black 54th Massachusetts Regiment led an assault on Battery Wagner in what state?

a. South Carolina

b. Tennessee

c. Georgia

d. Virginia

9. What Tennessee city guarded the gateway to the eastern Confederacy & the rebel war industry in Georgia?

a. Chattanooga

b. Knoxville

c. Nashville

d. Memphis

10. How long was Lincoln’s Gettysburg address?

a. 2 hours

b. 1 hour and 30 minutes

c. 2,000 words

d. 269 words

11. Robert E. Lee turned down the command of the Union Army because he felt his first duty was to

a. his wife

b. Jefferson Davis

c. Virginia

d. his brother

12. What happened to the wounded soldiers at the Wilderness?

a. they were all captured.

b. they burned alive in a brush fire.

c. they got lost.

d. they froze to death.

13. Ordering the final attack at Cold Harbor was the only thing that ______ ever admitted he did wrong.

a. Lee

b. Grant

c. Lincoln

d. McClellan

14. Who was in charge of all nurses in the Union Army & worked for four years without pay?

a. Walt Whitman

b. Mary Todd Lincoln

c. Dorothea Dix

d. Clara Barton

15. What part of the Union strategy was William T. Sherman in charge of?

a. the attack on Atlanta

b. the attack on Petersburg

c. securing the Mississippi river

d. the Union blockade

16. What was likely to have happened if both Grant & Sherman had remained stalled in the fall of 1864?

a. England would have recognized the Confederacy.

b. Lincoln would have fired both of them.

c. The South would have won the war.

d. Lincoln would have lost the election.

17. Why did poet Walt Whitman go to work in a Washington D.C. hospital?

a. his brother had been wounded.

b. his mother, a nurse, had been killed.

c. he was afraid to fight as a soldier.

d. Lincoln asked him if he would help.

18. From the Wilderness to Cold Harbor, the fighting was non-stop for 

a. 30 days

b. 3 months

c. 60 days

d. 6 months

19. Just outside Chattanooga, rebel guns were set up on top of

a. “old smokey”

b. railroad cars

c. Lookout Mountain

d. Mount Rushmore

20. In the North, how much did it cost to hire a substitute to take your place in the war if you had been drafted?

a. $200

b. $300

c. $400

d. $500
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1. What increased opposition to the war in the North in the summer of 1864?   

A. Increasing casualties

B. Confederate propaganda

C. The growth of the Federal debt

D. Hatred of General U.S. Grant

2. Who did the Democrats nominate for President?

A. Abraham Lincoln

B. Ulysses S. Grant

C. William Tecumseh Sherman

D. George McClellan

3. What was John Wilkes Booth's original plan?

A. To take over the Federal Government

B. To kidnap President Lincoln

C. To kidnap Lincoln’s wife

D. To kidnap Lincoln’s son

4. What is the distinction held by Pvt. John J. Williams?

A. He was the first Black Union Soldier

B. He was the first Black Confederate Soldier

C. He was the last man killed in the civil war

D. He transcribed the Articles of Surrender at Appomattox

5. What did Congress finally give black soldiers in the summer of 1864?  

A. Weapons

B. Uniforms

C. Equal pay with white soldiers

D. Their freedom
6. What did Admiral Farragut say when a mine sank the lead vessel in his fleet?  “Damn the ______ full speed ahead”.

A. Torpedoes

B. Rebels

C. Guns

D. Explosions

7. After “Bloody Bill Anderson” was killed in a raid in Missouri, one of his Lieutenants got away. Who was he?

A. Billy the Kid

B. Jesse James

C. Wild Bill Hickock

D. Josie Wales

8. Of the 3 ½ Million who went to war, how many died?

A. 2 Million 

B. 620,000

C. 1 Million

D. 260,000

9. What was located at Andersonville Georgia?

A. A major Confederate canon manufacturer

B. The Confederate White House

C. A Confederate prisoner of war camp

D. The Confederacy’s gold stockpile

10. General Phil __________ led 45,000 men on a march through the Shannendoah and 

       destroyed everything in sight.

A. Sheridan

B. Sherman

C. Grant

D. Collins

11. Who was Lincoln’s Vice-President?

A. Andrew Johnson

B. Andrew Jackson

C. Joseph E. Johnston

D. Jesse Jackson

12. What three states did McClellan win in the election?

A. Kentucky, Ohio, & Pennsylvania

B. Indiana, Delaware, & New Jersey

C. Kentucky, Delaware & New York

D. Indiana, Maryland & Tennessee
13. Lincoln issued a proclamation making the last Thursday in November a National 

       day of _______________.

A. Mourning

B. Thanksgiving

C. Prayer

D. Celebration

14. After taking Atlanta, Gen. ________ started his famous “march to the sea”.

A. Ulysses S. Grant

B. William Tecumseh Sherman

C. Phil Sheridan

D. George Armstrong Custer

15. Who was the 1st Imperial Wizard of the Klu Klux Klan?

A. Robert E. Lee

B. Stonewall Jackson

C. Jonn Bell Hood

D. Nathan Bedford Forrest

16. When the Union cemeteries were all filled what site was chosen to build a new cemetery for the Union dead? 

A. R.E. Lee’s property in Arlington Virginia

B. The property behind the Lincoln  Memorial

C. The Anacostia mud flats

D. The future site of the Pentagon

17. Who said, “War is all hell”?

A. Abraham Lincoln

B. Ulysses S. Grant

C. William Tecumseh Sherman

D. Robert E. Lee

18. What did William Tecumseh Sherman do to Atlanta before he left? 

A. Arrested the Mayor and all city officials

B. Burned and destroyed nearly everything.

C. Blew up the dam, flooding the entire city.

D. Set booby traps so he wouldn’t be followed

19. Where did Sherman’s army go after they took Savannah?

A. South Carolina

B. North Carolina

C. Florida

D. Alabama

20. What amendment to the Constitution abolished slavery?

A. 12th
B. 13th
C. 14th
D. 15th
