Political Cartoons about Imperialism

Examine the five political cartoons below and answer the questions for each one on a separate sheet of paper or Word document.

#1.
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1.What world powers are represented by the characters seated around the table?

2.What are the characters carving up?

3.Why is the Chinese character standing up in the background instead of being seated at the table?

4.What two world powers are not actively involved in Imperialsim in China?

5.What evidence is there that Japan is considering becoming involved in China?

6. What two countries are in big conflict with one another? How can you tell?

#2. 

[image: image2.jpg]I CAN'T QUITE REACH AROUND—BUT THAT MAY COME LATER.”
Ui, Berlin.




This cartoon appeared in a German newspaper in 1899.

7. Why do Uncle Sam’s arms only reach half-way around the world?

8. Why is the cartoonist worried about the U.S. joining in the Imperialism race?

#3.
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UNCLE SaAM: “Consarn yer picter, I'll larn you that ‘Government

derives its just powers from the consent of the governed,’ whether they
like it or not!” — Tke Globe, Toronto.




9.  How can you tell the cartoonist is opposed to U.S. Imperialism? 

10. What is the use of country slang by Uncle Sam meant to imply about the cartoonist’s view of the 

      U.S. Government? 

11. Why is the cartoonist upset with the U.S. Government? 
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Ex-SPANISH COLONIAL NATIVE: “By de great Yaller Hoodoo, what's de
advantage ob gettin’cl’ar ob de shark if I’se got ter be swallered by de
American yallergator?” —The World, Toronto.




12. Is the cartoonist an Imperialist or Anti-Imperialist?  How can you tell?

13. The cartoonist uses the terms “Yaller Hoodoo” & “Yallergator”.  Who is he implying is to blame 

      for U.S. Imperialist policy?

#5.
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SPAIN ; ‘‘ How small the loss of my coat seems to be,
When they’re biting you as they once bit me.”
Kladderadaisch, Beriin,




14. What does this German cartoonist think Spain’s attitude should be about losing the Philippines to 

    the United States?

15. What problem is Uncle Sam experiencing? What do the fleas represent?

