WAR ON TERROR – U.S. & World Conflict Notes - 

"THE WAR BEHIND CLOSED DOORS"

The group of advisors who urged George W. Bush to invade Iraq had been pushing for the idea since 1991. They had been working toward a specific goal for over two decades. That goal was to get the United States to project its power and influence throughout the world. They served under 3 Presidents: Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, and George W. Bush. They set out to change American foreign policy in the days immediately after the tragedy of September 11th.

From the first moments after September 11th, there was a group of people both inside the administration and out who believed that the war on terrorism should target Iraq-- in fact, should target Iraq first. They made Saddam Hussein out to be the greatest threat to the United States and the source of all evil in the middle east.

But from the beginning, they would face strong opposition from the secretary of state, Colin Powell.

They called themselves "NeoReganites", "Neoconservatives" or "Hawks".

 More moderate advisors to the President were led by Secretary of State Colin Powell. The Neoconservative group in the Pentagon, was led by the deputy defense secretary, Paul Wolfowitz, on the other side. Wolfowitz champions the idea of preemption: striking first to defend America and to project its values.

Colin Powell preferred "Containment" of our enemies throught the use of economic sanctions and United Nations resolutions.

After the 1991 Gulf War, President Bush (the father of George W.) urged the Iraqi's to rise up and overthrow Saddam. The Shiites in Southern Iraq started a rebellion expecting help from U.S. armed forces who were still in the area.  Our troops were never ordered to help because the objective of our mission was to free Kuwait, not overthrow Saddam.  Saddam's forces brutally suppressed the Shiite rebellion, killing thousands.

Right after the Gulf war, Paul Wolfowitz began to work on a new policy for dealing with Saddam-- and the rest of the world. Wolfowitz believed that America should talk loudly and carry a big stick and use it before weapons of mass destruction could be used. And if America had to act alone, so be it.

The first draft said that the United States would be prepared to preempt the use of nuclear, biological or chemical weapons by any other nation, even, the document said, where our interests are otherwise not engaged. That is to say, in a war somewhere else that's not about us.

Wolfowitz wrote it all down in a top-secret set of military guidelines which were leaked to the press.

 Wolfowitz basically authored a doctrine of American hegemony, a doctrine in which the United States would seek to maintain the position that it came out of the cold war with, in which there were no obvious or plausible challengers to the United States. That was considered quite shocking in 1992, so shocking, in fact, that the Bush administration at that time rejected it.

The White House ordered then Defense Secretary Dick Cheney to rewrite Wolfowitz's draft. Those who know the story aren't sure how much of a role Cheney played in the original Wolfowitz document, but he personally took a role in rewriting it. The new, sanitized document reiterated the nation's reliance on containment and coalitions before taking action. Wolfowitz's notion of preemption and America's willingness to act alone was cut.

After Bush left office, President Clinton returned to the policy of containment of Saddam Hussein.

After four years of increasing tension with Saddam, it looked like containment wasn't working. In 1998, Wolfowitz and the other Neocons wrote an open letter to President Clinton. They said that containment has been eroding, and that it was impossible to monitor chemical and biological weapons production. Clinton was  encouraged to undertake military action and urged to act decisively.

By 1998, Saddam had gotten to the point where the United States really couldn't do anything about it. We went to the United Nations and said, "Saddam is not complying. He is not doing anything that he is supposed to as a result of the U.N. resolutions," and the rest of the world simply said, "We don't care anymore."

Then, in November of 1998, an exasperated President Clinton ordered a bombing campaign, but at the last minute, turned the planes around. Finally, the U.S. responded with Operation Desert Fox. But the bombardment of Baghdad and key military installations only lasted four days. The weapons inspectors had left in 1998 and were never to return. To the hard-liners, Saddam had won.

Around this time, a group of Republican foreign policy advisors known as "the Vulcans" were descending on Austin, Texas, to prepare the eventual Republican nominee for the White House. At the governor's mansion, the hawks, the moderates and all varieties of Republicans came to bring the young governor of Texas up to speed about the world. In George W. Bush, Wolfowitz saw a chance to get his ideas about a tougher American stance in the world implemented.

 As George W. Bush took office, both Neocons and Moderates presented the new president with their nominations for the most powerful posts in his government. He chose his father's secretary of defense, Dick Cheney, as his vice president and put him in charge of the transition. The Neocons got three important jobs. Louis "Scooter" Libby would be Cheney's chief of staff, Wolfowitz would be number two at the Pentagon, and his boss would be Secretary of Defense, Donald Rumsfeld. Most of the Neocons set up camp with Rumsfeld at the Pentagon.

At the State Department, Colin Powell was a formidable counterweight to Rumsfeld's forces. Powell's group of "Realists" would be officials who really follow in the path of Bush 1, of the president's father. They were pragmatists. They believe that foreign policy is the patient management of alliances, competitions and, to some extent, conflict.

Then came 9/11.

After hearing about the attacks, the president wanted to get back to Washington as fast as possible, to go on television to the nation. In the Situation Room at the White House, the vice president and the senior White House staff were locked down. By late afternoon, they were trying to focus on the words the president would say to the American people. Bush talked several times to Don Rumsfeld, but Colin Powell was on an airplane coming back from South America, and basically out of communication most of the time. When Bush finally got back to the White House at about 7:00 o'clock that night, there was a draft of the speech available. The president wanted to include a tough new passage about punishing those who harbor terrorists, words that would be seen as widening the U.S. response enough to put Iraq on the agenda. The hawks welcomed the president's phrase, "those who harbor" terrorism. 

After September 11th, this group of Neocons seized upon the events to resurrect their policy of trying to go after Saddam Hussein and a regime change in Iraq. This alarmed Colin Powell and the people in the State Department, who again felt it was inflaming the situation, taking their eye off the real ball, which was to go after al Qaeda and Afghanistan.

Privately, the president signaled he had decided to prosecute the war in phases. Afghanistan was first, but Iraq wasn't far behind. By then, White House speech writers and foreign policy thinkers, including Wolfowitz, were already mulling ideas designed to articulate the new way the president was feeling about America's place in the world. A "Bush doctrine" was in the works. Preemption, not containment, had by now become a staple of the president's rhetoric and formed the cornerstone of the emerging doctrine. President Bush approved phase one, Afghanistan. Within weeks, the Taliban had fallen and al Qaeda had dispersed. Now it was time for phase two.

The first public sign of this came at the beginning of the year, with the president's State of the Union address, in which he announced the idea of the "axis of evil," which was the beginning of the public case to attack Iraq. Preemption would get its test case. Saddam Hussein's regime would be changed. But the veterans of the war behind closed doors knew the inside struggle wasn't over. Colin Powell was about to weigh in. As spring, 2002, turned into summer, preparations for the war on Iraq began to drag. Powell said he was having trouble with the allies. He thought the United Nations should be consulted. If Powell's actions meant complications, the vice president emerged as the voice for direct action. Cheney lobied for regime change in Iraq. 

Then a routine White House publication known as the National Security Strategy suddenly took on new significance. In the months after September 11th, with the war on terror apparently expanding to Iraq and beyond, this was the first time the "Bush doctrine" had been formally written down. But when the press and public read it, they would find inside these pages much that reflected that controversial document written by Paul Wolfowitz back in 1992.

The new document relies on preemption, on a muscular American posture in the world. It elaborates justification for military action, like the war with Iraq. It outlines the game plan for new American interventions. And some see hidden between the lines a design to democratize the world, beginning with the Middle East. These ideas had long been a part of the Neoconservative agenda.

In August, 2002, with the hawks and the president saying America was prepared to go it alone, moderate Republicans -- the so-called "Realists" that had surrounded the president's father, started to weigh in. They urged diplomacy and coalition building. Powell asked for a meeting with the president and his National Security Advisor, Condoleezza Rice. Powell tried to get the president to seek a resolution at the United Nations. 

It took eight weeks for the U.N. to approve the resolution Powell championed, and weeks more for U.N. inspectors to enter Iraq. Fall turned to winter. More than 150,000 troops moved into the region. Five aircraft carrier battle groups sailed into position. And the president wanted action. So while Powell got the president to sign off on getting a U.N. resolution, the president by now had lost patience with the United Nations process. So after all the arguments behind closed doors, it would be Powell who would confront the U.N. with the president's argument that the inspections were not working.

But the Neoconservative insiders who helped define the "Bush doctrine" were determined to set a course that would remake America's role in the world. They believed the removal of Saddam Hussein was the first and necessary act of that new era. 

_______________________

Notes on Neoconservatives:

Neocons = “NeoReganites” or “Hawks”

“Wolfowitz Doctrine” – Developed in 1992 after 1st gulf war. – Defense Planning Guidance draft rejected by President George H.W. Bush as being too radical. He opted instead for “Containment” of Saddam.

 See: Project for the New American Century -  Statement of Principles 

Neocons worked to promote:

 1. U.S. Hegemony
 2. Unilateralism
 3. Preemptive strikes against enemies.

4. Secure access to vital resources (oil, & gas)

5. Support for Ariel Sharon & the Likkud Party in Israel

Major Neocons in the U.S. Government:

Dick Cheney  – Vice President - is widely considered one of the most powerful vice presidents in U.S. history, having played an instrumental role in everything from expanding presidential war powers to pushing an aggressive war on terror that has included overturning unfriendly Mideast regimes and indefinitely detaining without charge terrorism suspects. Closely aligned with the neoconservative political faction. Cheney became the point person in an increasingly divided administration for expanding the range of U.S. targets in the war on terror to include Iran and potentially Syria. His efforts, however, have been hampered by the large number of departures of like-minded hardliners from the administration.

Donald Rumsfeld  – Secretary of Defense – resigned in 2006 - One of the key architects and promoters of the war in Iraq, Rumsfeld had long been the subject of intense criticism on a number of fronts, including his misleading statements about the Iraqi regime during the lead-up to the war, his failure to adequately plan for post-invasion stabilization, and his handling of detainee abuse scandals at Abu Ghraib prison and elsewhere. 

Paul Wolfowitz  – Deputy Secretary of Defense – Resigned in 2005 as number two at the Pentagon under Donald Rumsfeld. Wolfowitz is closely associated with the decision to invade Iraq and with various scandals during his subsequent short tenure as head of the World Bank.

Richard Pearle  - Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Policy

Former chairman of the Pentagon’s Defense Policy Board – at the same time he was a partner for Trireme, a company that invests in homeland security and defense-related industries.

Elliott Abrams.  – Special Assistant to the President & top White House Mid-East advisor – Deputy National Security Advisor. Abrams is a well-known figure from the Reagan era who was convicted (and later pardoned) on charges related to the Iran-Contra scandal. Abrams is widely regarded as being one of the key champions of the neoconservative line on foreign affairs, shunning negotiations in favor of confrontational, militaristic U.S. policies. One of his major targets has been Middle East policy, serving as a point person for policies related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and pushing a hardline stance on Iran, Syria, and Iraq. 

Abram Shulsky  - Director, Pentagon's Office of Special Plans - in early 2006 Shulsky began work at a so-called Iranian Directorate, which was created in March 2006. The directorate falls within the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, and Shulsky continues in his position as Senior Adviser to the USD (P) (Under Secretary of Defense for Policy), HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1143.html" Eric Edelman, focusing on Mid-East regional issues and the global war on terror. The new outfit was created to influence policy on Iran.

Douglas Feith  – Undersecretary of Defense for Policy – Office of Special Plans - The extremely controversial (and now defunct) HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1594.html" Office of Special Plans, recognized by many as the origin of bad information leading to the Iraq War, was set up under Feith's leadership. Feith left office in August 2005 amid investigations into allegations that he deliberately skewed intelligence on Iraq to bolster arguments to go to war, which some observers have argued could amount to war crimes.

I. Lewis “Scooter” Libby  - Chief of Staff to Vice President Cheney – Resigned in 2007 after he was convicted in early March 2007 on charges of lying to government investigators probing the leak of the identity of CIA agent Valerie Plame. Among the charges were two counts of perjury, one count of making false statements, and one of obstruction of justice. 

William Luti  – deputy undersecretary of Defense – Office of Special Plans - As an aide to Deputy Undersecretary of Defense HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1146.html" Douglas Feith, Luti oversaw the HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1594.html" Office of Special Plans (OSP), the controversial Pentagon intelligence shop that was spearheaded by HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1355.html" Abram Shulsky and was the alleged source of much of the misinformation about Saddam Hussein's weapons programs and ties to al-Qaida. 

Michael Ledeen -  a "Freedom Scholar" at the HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1431.html" American Enterprise Institute (AEI), he is a proponent of U.S. interventionism in foreign affairs. He is a core representative of the neoconservative political faction, A longtime Washington insider, he is one of several elites consulted by powerful White House adviser HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1343.html" Karl Rove.

James Woolsey - Appointed to the Pentagon's Defense Policy Board after HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1346.html" Donald Rumsfeld became defense secretary, Woolsey is vice president of Booz Allen Hamilton, a high-powered consulting firm and military contractor based in Virginia.

Eliot Cohen  – A member of the Pentagon’s Defense Policy Board - Chosen in 2007 as Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice’s counselor. Cohen, who has been associated with the circle of hardline policymakers surrounding Vice President HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1072.html" Dick Cheney. He gained media attention in the years leading up to the Iraq War when many influential administration figures, including President George W. Bush, appeared in public holding Cohen's 2002 book Supreme Command. The book argued that historically civilian leaders often have had a far better strategic sense than military leaders.
David Wurmser  a scholar with strong ties to a number of neoconservative policy institutes, served as Mideast adviser to Vice President HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1072.html" Dick Cheney from 2003 to mid-2007. Previously, Wurmser had worked as an aide to then-Undersecretary of State for Arms Control and International Security HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/972.html" John Bolton.

William Kristol  -has been an influential voice in Washington politics pushing for aggressive, militaristic U.S. foreign policies in the Middle East and other regions of the world. An unapologetic supporter of the Iraq War and editor of the HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/2891.html" Weekly Standard, widely considered the preeminent publication of contemporary neoconservatism, Kristol was chairman of the Neoconservative Think Tank “Project for the New American Century.

Eric S. Edelman - A career diplomat who served as an adviser on national security to Vice President HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1072.html" Dick Cheney during the lead up to the war in Iraq. President George W. Bush gave Edelman a recess appointment as undersecretary of defense for policy on August 9, 2005, replacing HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1146.html" Douglas Feith, the controversial aide to HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1346.html" Donald Rumsfeld who resigned at the end of Bush's first term. As an assistant to Cheney, he was part of the foreign policy network that hurriedly established the "intelligence" rationales for the U.S. invasion of Iraq.

Zalmay Khalilzad  - has been a member of the Bush foreign policy team since 2000, when he headed the Bush-Cheney Defense Department transition team. He became an adviser to Defense Secretary HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1346.html" Donald Rumsfeld and then shifted to the National Security Council, where he worked under Rice. After briefly serving as presidential envoy to Afghanistan, in late 2002 President George W. Bush appointed him "special presidential envoy and ambassador at large for the free Iraqis." In 2003, he became the ambassador to Afghanistan, a post he held until 2005, when he took over as ambassador to Iraq. 

John Hannah  - Assistant to the Vice President for National Security Affairs. Former Deputy Director of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. Prior to this appointment, Hannah was part of the vice president's national security staff for more than four years and played a major role in corralling intelligence that the Bush administration used to justify its 2003 invasion of Iraq. He previously served in the State Department's Office of Arms Control and International Security, alongside Undersecretary HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/972.html" John Bolton. Hannah was also a main liaison between the vice president's office and the Iraqi National Congress (INC) headed by HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1068.html" Ahmed Chalabi, a leading Iraqi exile. 

Ahmad Chalabi - Ahmed Chalabi, an Iraqi exile close to many U.S. neoconservatives, headed the Iraqi National Congress (INC)—the exile party wooed by the likes of HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1390.html" Paul Wolfowitz and HYPERLINK "http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/1315.html" Richard Perle that was accused of feeding false intelligence to the United States about Saddam Hussein's regime. In 1977 he founded the scandal-plagued Petra Bank in Jordan (which collapsed in 1990) He is still under indictment by the Jordanian government for bank fraud. Between 1992 and [May 2004], the U.S. government funneled more than $100 million to the Iraqi National Congress. The current Bush administration gave Chalabi's group at least $39 million. Exactly what the INC provided in exchange for these sums has yet to be fully explained.  During the lead-up to the war, Chalabi was able to use his many contacts within government to channel erroneous information—which was often disputed by the Central Intelligence Agency—to Bush administration allies who used the information to help justify the invasion of Iraq. As Meyer reported, Chalabi "helped the Bush administration make its case against Saddam, in part by disseminating the notion that the Baathist regime had maintained stockpiles of biological and chemical weapons, and was poised to become a nuclear power. Although Chalabi developed enemies at the CIA who disputed his intelligence data and questioned his ethics, he forged a close bond with Vice President Dick Cheney and many of the top civilians at the Pentagon. Although he repeatedly denied that he was interested in seeking political office, he began shaping himself as a future leader of the country once Saddam was overthrown. Chalabi's self-promotion hit a major snag in May 2004 when his home and office were raided by the U.S. military and Iraqi police in response to allegations that he was spying for Iran. Also in 2004, an Iraqi court ordered the arrest of Chalabi on counterfeiting charges and of his nephew Salem Chalabi on murder charges. Salem Chalabi heads the special tribunal in charge of trying ousted Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. Iraqi police backed by U.S. troops found counterfeit money along with old dinars when they raided Chalabi’s Baghdad house. He apparently was mixing counterfeit money with real money and changing it into new dinars on the street, the judge said. Undaunted, in 2005, Chalabi, then still an INC leader, presented himself as a candidate for prime minister of Iraq. He eventually dropped out of the race, which was one won by Ibrahim Jaafari. Chalabi currently serves as the head of a government services committee, which according to a McClatchy Newspapers report (October 28, 2007) is a "consortium of eight service ministries and two Baghdad municipal posts that is tasked with bringing services to Baghdad." According to the Los Angeles Times (November 13, 2007), both Iraqi and U.S. officials consider the position vital to securing gains made as part of the "surge" effort, which saw tens of thousands of new U.S. troops deployed in Baghdad to enhance security there and wrest control from insurgents. 

 See Also: Neoconner – New York Times Sunday Book Review -  The Man Who Pushed America to War.  


Neocons involved in the John McCain campaign:

Randy Scheunemann  – John McCain's chief foreign policy spokesman, in 2002 founded the Committee for the Liberation of Iraq, which agitated for the US invasion that was launched in 2003. Scheunemann was an enthusiastic supporter of the Iraqi exile and Pentagon favorite, Ahmad Chalabi. 

William Kristol – Chairman of the Project for the New American Century & editor of the Neoconservative newspaper The Weekly Standard. 

 McCain’s foreign policy advisers include several prominent neoconservatives, including Robert Kagan, an author who helped write much of the foreign policy speech that Mr. McCain delivered in Los Angeles on March 26, in which he described himself as “a realistic idealist.” Others include the security analyst Max Boot and a former United Nations ambassador, John R. Bolton. 

 See Also: “The Rise and Decline of the Neoconservatives” 

After 9/11/01 Neocons had a big influence on Pres. Bush

They convinced Pres Bush that Iraq needed to be attacked as part of the “War on Terror”

Had to convince the public that Iraq was a threat to America.

Neocons had favored an invasion of Iraq in the 1st Gulf War.  Instead, the George H.W. Bush administration urged the Shiites in southern Iraq to rise up against Saddam. The Shiites expected U.S. forces to support their revolt. Bush would not allow U.S. troops to get involved. Saddam slaughtered thousands of Shiites & reestablished control of Southern Iraq.

The U.N. placed restrictions on Iraq and placed Arms Inspectors in Iraq to make sure Saddam complied with U.N. resolutions telling Iraq to destroy all of its Nuclear, Chemical & Biological weapons.

Inspectors tried to make Saddam comply. He resisted. & eventually expelled the U.N. inspectors from Iraq in 1998

After 9/11 the Administration of President George W. Bush was divided about how to respond to the attacks. 

Neocons:  (Dick Cheney , Donald Rumsfeld, Paul Wolfowitz) wanted to make Iraq the primary target

Moderates: (Colin Powell & Condoleeza Rice) wanted to strike at Afghanistan & the Taliban rulers who supported al-Qeada

J.C.S. (Joint Chiefs of Staff) (TOP MILITARY LEADERS FROM EACH BRANCH OF THE SERVICE) opposed neocon plans to target Iraq. Favored going after Afghanistan.

Rumsfeld wanted to connect Saddam to Sept 11 attacks. & prove he was a threat to America.

The CIA intelligence, failed to connect Saddam to Al Qaeda and failed to find any evidence of an active WMD program.

Because they did not like the intelligence reports rendered by the CIA and other intelligence agencies, Vice President Cheney and Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld set up the “Office of Special Plans” – led by Abram Schulsky, Douglas Feith (Assistant Sec of Defense) & William Luti. Their job was to look through all Intelligence reports from CIA, FBI, DIA, NSA, to try to find some information that would support their theory that Saddam was a threat to the U.S.  OSP also depended greatly on Ahmed Chalabi & other exiled Iraqi dissidents to supply them with “evidence” that Saddam was cooperating with bin Laden and that he was developing WMD.

George W. Bush, in his State of the Union Address   -  Identified Iraq, Iran, & North Korea as an “Axis of Evil” He declared a Multi-Phase War. – Phase 1 = Afghanistan, Phase 2 = Iraq.

In spite of opposition from Sec of State Powell & the JCS, President Bush pushed for “Regime Change” in Iraq & declared a “New National Security Policy” designed to transform the world by exporting Democracy to other countries, currently dominated by authoritarian regimes.

Sec of State Colin Powell pressed for U.S. – U.N. cooperation. He wanted to ask the U.N. to pass new stronger resolutions.  Powell convinced Bush to ask U.N. for a new Resolution. U.N. Inspectors returned to Iraq to search for signs of WMD.

For the next 8 months the U.S. built up military forces in the Persian Gulf area.

Eventually, Secretary of State Powell, under orders from President Bush, went to the U.N. to press the case for war against Iraq with the claims of WMD provided by the Office of Special Plans.

President Bush eventually decided to act “with or without an international coalition”.

Colin Powell announced his resignation as Secretary of State on Monday, November 15, 2004 under pressure from the president.

2008 Update: (quoted from RightWeb)

 In spite of all the neoconservatives who have resigned or otherwise left the Bush administration, neoconservatives over the past  two years remained a factor in the power equation both in and outside the administration, with Cheney serving as their principal champion and protector. John Hannah, who once served as a liaison between the vice president's office and Chalabi, was promoted to Cheney's national security adviser after Libby's departure, while David Wurmser remains his Mideast adviser. In the National Security Council, meanwhile, Abrams heads the Middle East desk from which, during the recent Israel-Hezbollah conflict, he helped frustrate Rice's efforts to persuade Bush to initiate contact with Damascus and even reportedly encouraged Israel to extend the conflict to Syria. He has also led the charge within the administration against EU and Arab League pleas to take a more flexible position with respect to the Hamas government in the Palestinian territories. While their numbers in the senior ranks at the Pentagon have been reduced, neoconservatives have retained an active presence there, too. In a particularly ominous turn of events earlier this year, the Defense Department established an "Iranian Directorate," an office staffed and overseen by the same individuals that ran the Office of Special Plans (OSP), which "cherry-picked" and "stove-piped" raw and questionable intelligence about Saddam's supposed ties to al-Qaida and WMD programs. There is no doubt that the top foreign policy priority for neoconservatives in the final two years of Bush's presidency will be to goad him into attacking Iran's suspected nuclear facilities, if ongoing diplomatic efforts to contain or roll back Tehran's nuclear program stall or fail. Wrote Joshua Muravchik, an AEI scholar, in the November 2006 issue of the influential magazine Foreign Policy: "Make no mistake, President Bush will need to bomb Iran's nuclear facilities before leaving office." 

“TRUTH WAR & CONSEQUENCES”

When the U.S. defeated the Iraqi Army the war was declared over. On May 1st 2003, President Bush, standing on the deck of the Aircraft Carrier U.S.S. Abraham Lincoln under a banner which read “Mission Accomplished”,  declared and end to “major combat operations” in Iraq.

However, in Iraqi cities, especially Baghdad, widespread looting broke out. Much of Baghdad’s infrastructure (roads, utilities etc.) had been destroyed. No Iraqi police force was working. U.S. troops did nothing to stop the lawlessness at first. Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld argued that the U.S. troops were not trained to be policemen & still needed to concentrate on capturing Saddam Hussein & important members of his regime. 

After news reports began to circulate about the chaos in Iraq’s streets, Rumsfeld changed his mind and ordered U.S. troops to crack down on the lawlessness.

_____

The Iraqi National Congress (I.N.C.) was a group of Iraqi exiles (living outside the country) who lobbied the United States to overthrow Saddam and help them assume power in Iraq. They were led by a Ahmed Chalabi (a Shiite Muslim & former banker). 

Chalabi became the “single-most important source of “Intelligence” that led the U.S. to war with Iraq. He was the Neocon’s choice to replace Saddam Hussein as leader of Iraq.

The Neocons had been pushing for war against Iraq since 1992.  After 9/11/2001 Vice President Cheney and Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld began to say that they did not trust the intelligence assessments  coming out of the CIA, FBI, & DIA (the Defense Intelligence Agency).

They decided to set up a new “Intelligence Gathering” office inside the Pentagon called the Office of Special Plans (OSP).  It was to be led by Douglas Feith, the #3 man in the Pentagon behind Rumsfeld, and Wolfowitz.  

The OSP “cooked the Intelligence” in order to make it look like Saddam was a direct threat to the security of the United States. The OSP relied heavily on Ahmed Chalabi and the I.N.C. for Intelligence reports.

________

The INC wanted “Regime Change” (removal of Saddam Hussein) in Iraq & Iraqi exiles (some were Kurds, some were Shiites, and some were Sunnis Muslims) argued and debated over the form that the new government would take.

The Bush administration decided to take a “wait-and-see” approach to post-war planning.

Post-war planning was turned over to Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld & Paul Wolfowitz.

They decided to appoint General Jay Gardner to be in charge of planning for post-war Iraq.

Gardner’s plan:  Leave lower level Baath Party members and lower level leaders of Saddam’s Army in charge of the task of “running the country”. 

______

V.P. Cheney had announced that the U.S. troops would be treated as “Liberators” in the streets of Iraq, because most Iraqis hated Saddam Hussein.

In February of 2003 Secretary of State Colin Powell was ordered by President Bush to make a presentation to the United Nations Security Council detailing evidence against Saddam and making the case for war against Iraq.

March 19, 2003 the U.S. invaded Iraq. 

Against the advice of some top military commanders at the Pentagon, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld believed that Baghdad could be taken and the country secured with a small, mobile force. At first, the plan seemed to be working.

After U.S. troops moved into southern Iraq, Ahmad Chalabi was flown by the U.S. military to the town of Nasiriya. It was hoped that he could launch an uprising of Shiites long oppressed by Saddam.

The U.S. State Department was against the idea. Chalabi’s friends in the Pentagon intervened to make it happen. The orders came from Undersecretary Doug Feith in the Pentagon.

 If Chalabi, a secular Shia, could lead Iraqis into battle, it would give him local credibility. Chalabi arrived with 700 troops from his own militia. It was called Operation Crescent Rising.

Chalabi’s militia only got a very small amount of support from the Iraqi people themselves. Most saw him as an “outsider” and were not about to follow his leadership.  The U.S. Army was very much against the idea of having an armed militia of Iraqi exiles acting outside the normal chain of command.

The U.S. Army removed Chalabi and his fighters to a nearby military base and kept him out of the fighting. A disappointed Chalabi was left sitting in the desert without transportation. He wouldn't get to Baghdad until five days after its fall.

When Baghdad finally fell there was widespread looting of Government buildings. U.S. military forces that were there on scene stood by and watched. Why? Because they had no instructions to intervene. And two, because there is this feeling on the part of the U.S. military, that the U.S. military doesn't do police functions.

Sec. Rumsfeld, said in a press conference “Stuff happens”. Meanwhile, General Garner and his Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance, ORHA, remained holed up at the Hilton Hotel in Kuwait.

Finally, U.S. commander Tommy Franks relented and flew Garner into Baghdad. He set up shop at the former headquarters of Saddam's Republican Guard. Even still, Garner and his team were unable to get to work.  The ground rule was that we couldn't move one of our government team around Baghdad in a vehicle unless we had an armed Humvee in front of it and an armed Humvee behind it.

The army didn't have enough Humvees or soldiers to drive them. And not only could the reconstruction team not get around Baghdad, they couldn't call out of the palace. Phones were down because of U.S. missile strikes on many of Baghdad's telephone exchanges.

Garner's team was also coping with growing violence.

On April 28th, in the Sunni town of Falluja, U.S. soldiers opened fire on a crowd demonstrating against U.S. troops who were occupying a local school. Within a few minutes, 17 Iraqis were dead and 70 wounded. Two days later, in Falluja, another crowd gathered to protest the American violence. U.S. soldiers fired into the crowd again. Three more Iraqis were killed.

The Bush administration concluded that Iraq urgently needed more law and order. They scrambled to find a replacement for Garner. President Bush selected L. Paul “Jerry” Bremer. He was basically sent over there about 10 days later.

Bush called Bremer a “can-do type person”.

Bremer moved quickly to reassert U.S. control. Security was tightened. Street patrols were stepped up. The hunt for Saddam was accelerated. Looters were to be shot on sight. Bremer issued decree after decree-on property, on prisons, on banking, and on the press. And much to the dismay of politicians like Ahmad Chalabi, Bremer delayed the establishment of an Iraqi-led government. 

Chalabi flew to Washington and complained to his friends in the Pentagon.

Garner had been criticized most heavily for retaining Ba'athist technocrats who ran the machinery of government. Garner had hired them for senior positions. This angered people like Chalabi, who wanted those Iraqis loyal to Saddam Hussein to be removed from positions of authority.

 One of the 1st things Paul Bremer did was to order a policy of complete “debaathification”: 30 to 40,000 Ba'athists were banned from holding any public office.  This policy had some unexpected consequences.

Alienating large numbers of people and not using them or utilizing them, was not a smart move. By doing that, we accidentally made those people part of the problem instead of making them part of the solution. They have become part of the organized crime, part of the snipers shooting at the Americans, and part of the people who see no place for them in future Iraq.

Over the summer, sabotage increased. Power plants and oil pipelines became regular targets. At least one, sometimes two American soldiers were being killed every day.

Slowly but surely, a violent “Insurgency” (violent opposition to the government) was developing in response to the U.S. occupation of Iraq.

Kanan Makiya, the Iraqi exile who works as a Professor at Brandeis University made this statement:

“Much of this sabotage is planned, and it's not resistance to occupation, as the Arab satellite stations are presenting. It's Mafia-like tactics by the remnants of the Ba'ath Party, which are quickly fusing into fundamentalist, Islamist, Wahhabi-leaning parties. There's a dangerous, dangerous convergence. The very al Qaeda-Saddam connection which got so discussed before the war is materializing before our very eyes. I see it in the leaflets that these Fedayeen put out. The language is al-Qaeda language now.”

If al-Qaeda wasn’t in Iraq before the war, they came to Iraq after the war began.

BEYOND BAGHDAD

There are roughly 3 critical areas in Iraq.

1. North – majority Kurds (only about 15-20% of Iraq’s total population) – minorities of Turkomen, and Sunni Arabs (called “10,000 Dinar Arabs”) paid by the Saddam Hussein to move to settlements in the north to overcome the Kurds numerical advantage.

This area is relatively peaceful – but potentially explosive especially in the cities of Mosul & Kirkuk.

Rivalry & suspicion among Kurds, Sunnis, & Turkomen could lead to trouble.

      The government of Turkey has threatened for years to attack Northern Iraq if the Kurds declare 

themselves an independent state. They fear it would spark rebellion among their own Kurdish 

population in eastern Turkey.

Under Saddam's Arabization policy, close to a million Kurds were forced out of their homes. Now 

they've been coming back to cities like Kirkuk and settling in refugee camps on the city's east side.

The Kurds in northern Iraq expect & depend upon U.S. support & protection.

The city of Mosul is the largest Sunni controlled city in the North, located on the western border of 

Kurdish territory.

2. Sunni Triangle – Sunni controlled area in central Iraq roughly between Baghdad, Tikrit, & Ramadi.

      This is the area where the greatest resistance to U.S. occupation is found. Sunnis make up about 33% 

      of Iraq’s total population. Sunni Arabs have long dominated Iraqi politics, but now they have been

      stripped of their power. And being only one fifth of the overall population of Iraq, they worry about 

      how they will fare in a democracy

3. Southern Iraq – Large majority of Shiite Arabs (approx. 60% of Iraq’s total population). Largest Shiite controlled cities = Karbala, Najaf, Nasiriya, & Basra. The south is home to the Shia, traditionally the poorest, most oppressed of Iraq's people. Today the Shia are experiencing a revival. Shia pilgrims from Iran and elsewhere -- long prevented from coming here by Saddam -- are flooding in, to the sacred cities of Najaf, Karbala and Kufa. Commerce is booming, and contributions to the local mosques are filling their coffers, making the clerics who control them rich and powerful. Although somewhat less turbulent than the Sunni Triangle, in southern Iraq there are deep divisions between moderate and radical Shiites over whether Iraq should be an Islamic republic(run by Muslim religious leaders) or a secular (non-religious) state. The preeminent Shia leader in Iraq, whose followers number in the millions, is the Grand Ayatollah Ali Huseini al Sistani. Sistani has challenged Ambassador Bremer's complex formula for the selection of a national assembly, calling instead for direct popular elections.

4. Further south the great rivers of Iraq, the Tigris and Euphrates, merge. This is the land of the Marsh Arabs. Some people believe that this was the biblical Garden of Eden. For centuries, the marshes were impenetrable, beyond the control of outsiders. During the 1980s, they provided a hideout for deserters from the Iran-Iraq war. After the failed '91 uprising, Shia rebel groups used the area to organize fresh attacks on the regime.

Saddam retaliated by draining the marshes, forcing up to 200,000 Shia to flee, many to Iran, others north to towns like Kirkuk. Ninety percent of the marshes are now destroyed. Villages have been abandoned, and where there once water, desert. Camel trains now cross the dry land from Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.

THE INSURGENCY

The Iraqi insurgency is composed of diverse mix of militias, foreign fighters, all Iraqi units or mixtures using violent measures against the US-led Coalition in Iraq and the post-2003 Iraqi government. The fighting appears both as armed conflict with the U.S. led military coalition, as well as sectarian violence among the different ethnic groups within the population. The insurgents are involved in guerilla warfare against the U.S.-supported Iraqi government security forces and U.S. forces, while conducting coercive tactics against rivals or other militias.

The insurgency consists of several groups, not usually working together:

Ba’athists – former members of Saddam Hussein’s government (mostly Sunni Arabs) who were displaced from their jobs in the government, the army, & the police forces.

Iraqi Nationalists – Iraqis who favor a strong version of Iraqi self-determination & oppose U.S. occupation of Iraq.

Shiite Militias – including the Badr Organization and the Mahdi Army 

Kurdish Peshmerga Militia – a Kurdish liberation army with roots to the 1920’s operating in the                                                                      Northernmost provinces of Iraq.

Foreign Mujahideen  – Jihadist groups who target U.S. & Coalition forces, Iraqi Army and Police forces, and anyone seen as collaborating with the U.S. or the new Iraq government. They entered Iraq mostly through Syria & Iran. 

Al Qaeda-in-Iraq – founded by Jordanian Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. who killed or wounded thousands of people in three years -- in suicide bombings, mass executions, and beheadings that he videotaped for propaganda purposes. The group’s tactics include intimidation of village tribal elders to prevent collaboration with Coalition forces & the new Iraq government, planting I.E.D.s and VEBEDs  in crowded areas, rocket and mortar attacks against Iraqi security forces & U.S. bases, sabotage  of oil installations and pipelines, instigating sectarian violence by attacking Shiite sites and blaming Sunni Arabs. 

U.S. forces have been trying to pacify Iraq by eliminating the various insurgency groups, and training ordinary Iraqis to take over the role of Police and Iraqi Army troops. One of the biggest problems faced by U.S. troops is knowing who to trust. Many of the new trainees are more loyal to their tribes or religious sects than they are to the national government.

BACKGROUND ON ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT IN MID-EAST
 See: The Arab Israel Conflict in Maps
Israel founded in 1948 by the United Nations

Located in the eastern Mediterranean region called Palestine

After World War I, the empire of the defeated Ottoman Turks was broken up & new countries were created from the territory they had controlled (1918-19).

Syria 

Lebanon

Trans-Jordan

Iraq 

Saudi Arabia

Turkey

Palestine

The League of Nations created the “Mandate System” whereby European Powers would administer the newly formed nations until they were ready to become independent states.

By 1947 all of these “Mandated Territories” became fully independent, except for Palestine. 

Britain was given the Mandate to oversee Palestine. This region was composed mostly of Arabs, but there had always been a small number of Jews living in Palestine as well. 

In the late 1920’s increasingly larger numbers of Jews came to settle in Palestine with the intention of establishing a new independent Jewish State as promised by Britain in the Balfour Declaration.

The Jews settled in Palestine for two main reasons:

 1. Religious Reasons – This area was the “Promised Land” of the Jewish bible. Their ancestors had lived there for hundreds of years in the ancient land of Israel until the Romans sacked Jerusalem in 70A.D. 

 2. Political Reasons – Jews were an often persecuted minority in almost every country of Europe. When Adolf Hitler rose to power in Germany in the 1930’s, he passed many restrictive and punitive laws against the Jews in Germany. As a result many Jews began to look for places to emigrate to in order to avoid persecution.  Many prominent Jews started a movement called “Zionism” to establish an independent Jewish state in Palestine.

Zionism and the Balfour Declaration:   During World War I, the British had sought financial help from many wealthy Jews and promised the Zionists that Britain would help them establish an independent Jewish State in Palestine in return for their help.

Unfortunately the British had also promised the Arabs of the region an independent state in return for the Arabs help in defeating the Turks.

After World War II, the United Nations was formed to help reshape the post-war world and keep the peace. All throughout World War II, European Jews emigrated to Palestine in great numbers. Palestinian Arabs felt threatened by this large-scale immigration into what they considered to be their land. Arabs and Jews frequently came into conflict with each other and the British had to try to keep the peace.

Palestinian Arabs demanded that Britain grant them their independence, Britain resisted. In 1947 the Palestinian Arabs revolted agains British rule in Palestine, and in frustration, Britain turned the problem over to the United Nations for a solution. 

In 1948 the U.N. tried to solve the issue with the “Partitioning of Palestine” – this divided Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab countries, and declared Jerusalem to be an “international city” not to be controlled by either Jews or Arabs.

When Israel declared their independence in 1948 the Palestinian Arabs and their neighbors in Syria, Jordan, Egypt, Iraq and Lebanon attacked the newly proclaimed country of Israel as soon as the British Army left the region.  The Arab armies were disorganized and not very well equipped but they greatly outnumbered the Jews.

In the years leading up to their declaration of Independence the Jews had formed a well-organized “underground army” called the Haganah. The Haganah even helped the British during World War II. Many Jews even joined the British Army, giving them valuable military skills and experience. They also set up a “shadow government” which oversaw every aspect of their society. When war broke out in 1948

the small Jewish state was well organized and had a well-trained and effective “defense force”.  

They quickly defeated the allied Arab armies, and nearly 50% of the Arabs in Palestine either fled or were forced out of Israel. They became “refugees” in camps mostly in Syria and Lebanon. This was the beginning of the “Palestinian Refugee” problem.

Brief Timeline of Arab-Israeli Conflict

 1948 – 1st Arab-Israeli war – Israel won (U.S. supported Israel)

1953 -  U.S. backed a coup in Iran and put Shah Reza Pahlevi in control. Brutal dictator – favorable treatment for U.S. Oil Companies.

1964 – PLO formed  (Palestine Liberation Organization)

1964 – Ayatollah Khomeini exiled from Iran – lived in Paris – wanted to form a “Theocracy” (religious-based government) in Iran.

1967 – Six Day War – (Preemptive war) U.S. backed Israel – sent some arms and equipment & shared intelligence reports with Israelis. Israel takes Gaza Strip, Golan Heights & West Bank territories.

U.S. wanted to prevent U.S.S.R. from gaining control of Mid-East.

After Arab defeat in the 6 Day War, Arabs resort to urban guerilla tactics (terrorism) against Israel

1968 – Yassir Arafat selected as Chairman of PLO

1969 – Colonel Muammar Khadafi takes control of Libya

1972 – 11 Israeli athletes taken hostage at Munich (Germany) Olympics by “Black September” part of the PLO.

1973 – Yom Kippur War – Israel won again, but this time there were heavy casualties on both sides.

 See: The Yom Kippur War: 1973
 1975 – Civil war breaks out in Lebanon between Lebanese Christians & Lebanese Muslims. – Israeli Army helps the Lebanese Christian Militia.  See: Sabra and Shatila Massacre - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
 1979 – Iranian Revolution – Shah overthrown in revolt by students loyal to Ayatollah Khomeini. Khomeini returns to Iran from exile in Paris. The world’s 1st Islamic Fundamentalist Nation was founded. Government laws based on the Koran.

1979 – Saddam Hussein became president of Iraq – Secular (non-religious) Government

Nov. 1979  - 90 people (63 Americans) taken hostage by Iranian students in U.S. Embassy.

1979 – Soviet Union invades Afghanistan

1980 – Muhammed al-Sadr & sister are executed by Saddam Hussein.

Sept. 1980 – Iraq (secular government run by Sunnis) invaded Iran (Islamic government run by Shiites) War lasts 8 years 500,000 killed.

1981 - Radical Islamists assassinate Anwar Sadat of Egypt

Jun 1982 – Israel invades Lebanon – U.S. sent Marines to act as a peace-keeping force.

Sept. 1982 – Sabra & Shatilla (Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon) were attacked by Lebanese Christian Militia – 800 + civilians massacred. Ariel Sharon is blamed – (then Defense Minister/ Prime Minister of Israel until 2006)

October 1983 – U.S. Marine barracks in Lebanon bombed – 241 Marines killed – 100 injured.

Nov. 1986 – Iran-Contra Affair

Dec. 1988 – PLO recognizes the State of Israel

Dec. 1988 – Terrorists (sponsored by Libya) blew up Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbee Scotland. – Hundreds killed

1989 – Osama bin Laden founded a terrorist organization known as “al-Qaeda

INVASION OF IRAQ:   What went wrong?

 200,000 troops were committed (U.S. & Britain) – about ½ the strength of the military forces used in the 1st Gulf War in 1991

Sec of Def. Rumsfeld believed a large force would not be necessary

General Tommy Franks & JCS disagreed with Rumsfeld but could not say anything publicly.

Before the actual invasion, the U.S. tried a “Decapitation Strike” – an attempt to use B-1 bomber to hit targets where they suspected Saddam & his top aides were staying. – They dropped two 8,000 pound bombs on a target, but it turned out that Saddam was not there at the time.

 The 1st objective of the land war was to secure the Southern Oil fields

On March 20, 2003 the invasion of Iraq began. 

U.S. Commanders expected a large-scale uprising by the Shiite population against Saddam Hussein. It did not materialize. They feared revenge by Saddam.

Troops did run into resistance from Fedayenn fighters loyal to Saddam in Nasiriya.

The British troops attacked Basra in the Southern part of Iraq.

As troops ran into more resistance from the Iraqi people, they began to lose faith in U.S. Intelligence.

Fedayeen fighters attacked U.S. supply lines. After 5 days, the U.S. advance halted. Some in the U.S. Army leadership felt that there were too few troops on the ground.

Rumsfeld vehemently denied that the force was too small.

Civilians in the Pentagon (Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz et. al.)  thought the Generals were being too cautious.

Several Army Generals stated that it would take “several hundred thousand troops” to provide post-war security in Iraq. 

 U.S. 3rd Army feared a chemical attack as they approached the Karbala Gap – No chemical attack occurred.

The Iraqi leadership (Saddam) believed that the southern attack was “just a diversion” and that the ”real attack” would come from the north.

Iraq’s “Medina Division” of the Republican Guard was ordered to attack the approaching American Army. 80% were wiped out.

U.S. Army troops took the outskirts of Saddam International Airport at night without any resistance, and so they stopped to rest.  The next morning the Iraqis woke up and quickly tried to attack the U.S. troops. The Fedayeen fighters were defeated. 

 The U.S. 3rd Army now prepared for the attack on the western part of Baghdad. U.S. Marines were approaching Baghdad from the east.

 The 1st U.S. tank assault on Baghdad was called “Thunder Run”.

Meanwhile, the Brits took a more cautious approach in Basra in the south. The Brits received an Intelligence report that said it knew the location of “Chemical Ali” the Republican Guard general who had gassed the Kurds in northern Iraq in the 1980’s. Some Intelligence analysts thought that the evidence was “shaky”, but the house was bombed anyway. Ali either was never there or escaped. 17 Civilians were killed.

April 6, British tanks entered Basra. Only 3 British soldiers killed. – Widespread looting surprised the British Commanders.

In Baghdad, U.S. Marines attacked the city from the east. Their biggest worry was suicide bombers exploding cars amid U.S. troops. Civilians from Baghdad accidentally drove toward the bridge, directly into the path of the Marines position.  When the cars did not stop after “warning shots” were fired, the troops fired directly at the cars. 12 Iraqi civilians were accidentally killed. Official Iraqi radio & TV had failed to warn civilians that they were under attack and to stay home.

 In the western part of the city the U.S. 3rd Army ran into opposition from Fedayeen fighters. Fierce resistance. Fedayeen attacked U.S. supply lines.

The U.S. tried 50 times to use Air Strikes to take out Saddam or top level members of the Baath Party. None of the attempts was successful. Many civilians were accidentally killed in these attacks, increasing Iraqi resentment toward the U.S. & Britain.

 By april 9th the Republican Guard forces gave up & just went home.

The Pentagon celebrated the “Victory” – The Iraqi people did not celebrate as much as the U.S. war planners expected. Many of them blamed the U.S. for the large number of civilian deaths.

When it became clear to the Iraqi people that the government had fallen, widespread looting erupted, especially in the cities. U.S. soldiers did nothing to stop the looting at first. They were still concerned that there might be “pockets of resistance” and that their main role was as a soldier, not a policeman.

Once the looting began to get out of hand, the U.S. troops tried to put a stop to it, but they had never been trained in crowd control or anti-riot techniques, and often treated the Iraqi’s roughly.

Army commanders, complained that there were not enough troops to maintain order & search for remnants of the Republican Guard. 

The war planners in the Pentagon did not anticipate the “total collapse” of the government. Suddenly cities found they had no police force, no fire department, sanitation, water treatment plant workers, etc.

Former “Bathists” (members of Saddam’s political party) were not allowed to return to their former jobs running the day-to-day operations in the city.

An “Insurgency” (violent resistance to the established authority) developed & quickly escalated.

 On May 1st 2003 – President Bush announced our “Mission Accomplished” , but far more soldiers died combating the insurgency than had died in the invasion itself.

Many people blamed the U.S. Defense Department war planners for their poor planning for a post-war Iraq. 

