 WORLD WAR 1 - STUDY QUESTIONS 
1. The assassination of what world leader was the spark that ignited World War I?
2. Which European country was the first to declare war (July 28)?
3. What small European country’s neutrality was violated by Germany in 1914 prompting England 

    to declare war on Germany? 
4. On what exact date was the Armistice signed, ending World War I?
5. What new weapon of World War I caused the U.S. to become concerned about violations of  

    “International Law” and the rights of neutral ships?
6. How did Britain violate international law in World War I?
7. Why was Kaiser Wilhelm jealous of England?
8. What was the name given to the middle ground between the enemy trenches on the Western 

    Front?
9. Which battle stopped the German advance in 1914, leading to their retreat and entrenchment to

    hold their gains.

10. What was the name of the British ocean liner which the Germans sunk on the afternoon of 

      May 7, 1915, killing 1198 people, including 128 Americans?
11. In the 1916 presidential election, what was Woodrow Wilson’s campaign slogan?
12. What was the nickname the U.S. soldiers used to refer to themselves?
13. What Allied country suffered the fewest deaths in the war?
14. Which battle was Germany’s 1st big victory on the Eastern Front & Russia’s 1st big defeat?
15. German foreign minister Arthur Zimmerman sent a telegram to the German ambassador of 

     what country, asking them to join in an alliance with Germany if the U.S. entered the war on 

     the Allied side? 
16. What was the name of Wilson’s plan for world peace after World War I?
17. What event in Russia made it possible for Wilson state that the “world must be made safe
     for democracy”?
18. Name the reasons the U.S. finally joined the war in 1917, on the side of the Allies?
19. At what battle did the British lose 20,000 (dead) men in one day?
20. Who was the General who led the American Expeditionary Force?
21. Name 3 important provisions of the Versailles Treaty that caused Germany to feel such great

     resentment toward the Allied nations in the years following the war.

22. What country underwent a revolution in 1917 which led to the 1st Communist country in

     history?
23. General Erich Von Falkenheyn's plan to "bleed France to death" in 1915-16 involved the

      capture and defense of what French city?
24. What new weapon, which was a hazard to both attacker and defender, was first used in war 

      by Germany in 1915 and is outlawed by international treaty today? 
25. Name the 5 major underlying causes of World War I.
26. In the poem, Dulce et Decorum Est, what was Wilfred Owen trying to tell his "friend" back

     home?
27. In the Wilfred Owen poem, The Parable of the Old Man and the Young, what did the "Old 

     Man" most likely represent?
28. Name 5-7 important new weapons that were first used extensively in World War I. 
29. What was the name of the German "war plan" going into World War I?
30. What was the name of the French "war plan" going into World War I?
31. What country dropped out of her alliance with Germany & Austria/Hungary and later joined in 

     the war on the side of the Allies?
32. Whose assassination was the "spark" that ignited World War I?
33. Who carried out the above-mentioned assassination?
34. What was the name of the U.S. Army training camp built in Louisville to train troops for 

      fighting in World War I?
35. What was the message of Siegfried Sassoon's poem entitled "Aftermath"?
36. How did World War I affect American trade with European nations?
37. To gain support for their war effort, the British promised two traditional enemies that they 

     would support the establishment of an autonomous "homeland" for their people. Name the two

     enemies, and name the territory they have fought over ever since those promises made during 

     World War I. 
38. What was the name given to the "world body" that was created as a result of the Versailles

     Treaty in an effort to avoid future wars by jointly meeting to resolve the worlds disputes.
39. Which was the only "major power" not to fully accept the Versailles Treaty?
40. What was the name given to the "mental illness" that afflicted many soldiers who fought in 

      World War I, including the British poets Wilfred Owen & Siegfried Sassoon?  

41. What were some of the reasons that the war on the Western Front became a 

      stalemate with very little movement of the lines until late in the war?

42. Which country’s soldiers mutinied in 1917, refusing to go “over the top” anymore, 

      although they agreed to defend their positions.

43. What new weapon, though ineffective when first used at the Somme because they

     were few in number and unreliable, eventually turned the tide of the war in favor of

     the Allies in 1918.

44. When did Germany reinstate “unrestricted submarine warefare”?

45. What new weapon was 1st used by the Germans on the charging French troops at 

      Verdun? 
46. What British secret weapon was at first called a “Water Carrier”?

47. Where were the “Anzac’s” from?

48. What was the master planner of the Bolshevik Revolution Vladimir Illich Ianov

       known as?

49. Why did the Allies refuse to negotiate a peace treaty with Germany?

50. When the U.S. troops entered Paris, what did a Colonel on Pershing’s staff announce?

51. Where did the U.S. Marines fight their 1st major battle of the war.

52. According to General Pershing, who was “the best leader of troops we have”?

53. How many days did the German “Peace Offensive” last?

54. In Germany, what group of people were pressed into service to fill manpower needs

      behind the lines?
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Identify the countries labeled above.

55. A

56. B

57. C

58. D

59. E

60. G

61. H

62. J

63. K










