VIETNAM WAR STUDY GUIDE
PEOPLE:

Bao Dai

The Vietnamese emperor. Educated in Paris. the French installed him as a puppet ruler



in Vietnam. 

Ho Chi Minh

The political leader of North Vietnam for most of the war. Vietnam's leading communist, 



as well as a passionate nationalist and anti-colonialist. 

Vo Nguyen Giap    
 North Vietnam’s leading general from the earliest days of the Vietminh. A former



 lawyer and history teacher, he proved his military brilliance at the battle of 



Dien Bien Phu in 1954.

William Westmorland   In 1964 he replaced General Paul Harkins as the US Commander of MACV. 




     He constantly pushed for more American ground troops in Vietnam. He 





     believed a battle of attrition would win the Vietnam War and instituted



     search and destroy missions. His direction gave US troops a new purpose, 



     but also put them in far greater positions of danger
Robert S. McNamara   U.S. Secretary of Defense in the Kennedy and Johnson administrations (1961- 1968).
                                     Before that, he had been president of Ford Motor Company. Initially advocating 
                                     increasing US involvement in Vietnam, he started to question US policy by 1966. After 
                                     leaving the Pentagon, he went on to become president of the World Bank, a position he 
                                     held for over a decade.

William Calley   Commander of “Charlie Company” of the Americal Division and only soldier


     court-martialed for the American atrocities committed at My Lai in March 1968.


    Upset at their inability to tell allies from Vietcong, Company C murdered over 500 people
                            in the tiny village of My Lai, including infants. Not until the 1970s did the My Lai Massacre


    become publicly knowledge, and in 1971. He was sentenced to life imprisonment for war


    crimes. Many Americans felt he was a scapegoat for wider problems, and in 1974 he was


    paroled. He was freed after serving 3 1/2 years under house arrest. 
Ngo Dinh Diem   With American backing, he became the president of the South Vietnamese Republic 
                             of Vietnam, ignoring the agreements which promised free elections in 1956. Increasingly
                             paranoid, he gave his family members important positions of leadership in RVN, which they
                            abused. He and his brother were assassinated in 1963 as part of US-approved coup.
Ngo Dinh Nhu    the South Vietnamese president's brother, he became a warlord and head of secret police while
                            his brother held office. Brutal, exploitative, and corrupt, he was universally hated by the South 
                           Vietnamese population. The excesses were largely responsible for the US backed coup of 
                           November 1963, in which both were assassinated.

Nguyen Van Thieu
Rose to power in South Vietnam in a coup in 1965, and was made the chief 
                                    executive (President) of South Vietnam. Both he and his Vice President were part of the 



rampant corruption in SVN.
Nguyen Cao Ky
A swaggering, Budweiser-drinking military man who became Vice-President of South



Vietnam. He styled himself as Vietnam's John Wayne. American leaders tried to



control him. 

Duong Van "Big" Minh
 General who led a 1963 coup to overthrow the corrupt South Vietnamese 




president and later, in 1975, took control of the country days before Siagon fell




to the Communists.

John F. Kennedy   
Elected president of the U.S. in 1960. In 1962 he greatly increased the number of 



American military advisors in Vietnam. His efforts to make the ARVN strong enough



to fight the Communists in North Vietnam were frustrated by the corrupt government



officials in Siagon. He was assassinated in 1963 before he could begin his intended




withdrawal of U.S. troops from Vietnam. 

Lyndon Jonson
He claimed to oppose communism because not to do so would be unmanly; under his



leadership, US involvement in Vietnam rose drastically. Along with foreign policy, he



focused on domestic policy, particularly race relations, in his "Great Society" program. 

Richard Nixon
     
He finally gained the U.S. presidency in 1968, saying he had a “secret plan” to end the



war in Vietnam after losing to Kennedy in 1960. He resigned the presidency in 1974



because of the “Watergate” scandal.

Daniel Elsberg
    
A Defense Department analyst working for the Rand Corporation, he secretly copied



Top Secret U.S. government documents and revealed their contents to the newspapers. 

William Fulbright
A senator from Arkansas and a Rhodes Scholar, a powerful member of the Senate



Foreign Relations Committee. He was a leading critic of the Vietnam War in Congress. 
Henry Kissinger 
Harvard-trained historian and political scientist. Nixon's national security advisor.

Le Duc Tho

Le Duc Tho succeeded Xuan Thuy as the head of DRV delegation to Paris. He was the



leading DRV diplomat who (often secretly) interacted with Kissinger. 

Henry Cabot Lodge   The US ambassador in Siagon under President Kennedy. He approved a military



coup on Nov. 1, 1963 to take over power from the corrupt South Vietnamese 



government..
Captain Harry Cramer -   The first American soldier killed by hostile action in Vietnam. He was part of a



         group of U.S. Army Special Forces ("Green Berets") who were training the



         Vietnamese in guerrilla warfare.
Lt. Colonel William B. Nolde -    43 years old when he was killed-in-action on January 27, 1973, near An Loc




        when an artillery shell exploded just eleven hours before the truce began.
VOCABULARY TERMS:

Ho Chi Minh Trail
A complex maze of jungle trails used by North Vietnam to infiltrate, reinforce and



logistically supply communist forces operating in South Vietnam.
Viet Minh

In the first Indochina War with the France (1945-1954), the Vietminh were the north 



Vietnamese communist resistance forces.

Viet Cong

name, meaning Vietnamese communist – guerilla fighters in South Vietnam
ARVN


The national army of South Vietnam, often advised by Americans

NVA
 

The North Vietnamese Army.

DMZ


When the country was divided in 1955, this became the demilitarized border between



 the North Vietnamese and South Vietnamese.

Gulf of Tonkin Incident - 
Controversial (some say phony) attack by North Vietnamese patrol boats on 




two American Destroyers in August 1964. The incident was used by President




Johnson to ask Congress for the power to wage a wider war in Vietnam.
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution-
Passed by the Senate in 1964 in response to the reported North Vietnamese attack




on two US warships off the coast of North Vietnam. It granted the US President




broad war-time powers without explicitly declaring war.

Vietnamization-

Term used to describe the training of ARVN troops to take over after the 




Withdrawal of American troops. 



P.O.W.


794 Americans are known to have been prisoners of the Viet Cong, the North




Vietnamese, or their allied forces in Southeast Asia

DominoTheory

The idea that if any nation fell to communism, the surrounding nations would be




likely to fall to communism as well, starting a chain reaction

DRV       


The Democratic Republic of Vietnam  Led by Ho Chi Minh, the communist 




government of North Vietnam after Bao Dai's abdication in 1945.

Hearts and Minds- 
The concept of winning over the civilian population's allegiance to anticommunist ideals,



rather than controlling territory or killing the most people. This was the crucial battle in



Vietnam. The US operated under this principal up into the mid 60s.

The Pentagon Papers- 
Top-secret government reports leaked to the press in 1971 which revealed that the




U.S. government had lied about numerous secret operations in Vietnam. As a




result, distrust of the government soared.

Rolling Thunder- 

A sustained bombing effort against NVN between 1965 and 1968. The operation




necessitated US air bases in SVN, which in turn necessitated US Marines to 




protect them against the Viet Cong. These Marines were the first American




ground troops to land in Vietnam.

Daisy-cutter - A bomb designed to detonate above the ground, clearing vegetation without making craters.

Mekong Delta-
The fertile river delta in southern Vietnam. The rich soil deposits left by annual



flooding made farming in south Vietnam easier and more profitable than in the



north.
SDS -


Students for a Democratic Society. An organization of college students who became



activists &  protestors against the war in the 1960s.
Search and Destroy -
a U.S. strategy of field operations designed to locate and kill Vietcong forces. The policy,



instituted and supported by Westmoreland, stood in contrast to the previous American



policy to protect only "strategic enclaves," those areas that the SVN government still



held and controlled.
Fragging - 

Incidents in which some American soldiers killed their own superior officers by throwing



a fragmentation grenade into the officer’s tent. 

Kent State - 

Conflict between the U.S. government and antiwar protestors reached a peak in



1970 when National Guard troops were called in by Ohio Governor James Rhodes



to quell a massive disturbance at this University who were protesting Nixon’s secret 



incursion into Cambodia. Some of the Guardsmen fired into a crowd of college students,



killing four people.
Attrition - 

The practice of killing more soldiers than the enemy does.

COSVN – 

The name for the headquarters of NVA/VC operations in S. Vietnam
Huey - 

The popular name for the Bell – UH 1 helicopter used in the Vietnam War
M-16 -

The basic infantry weapon used after 1965 by U.S. forces.

IMPORTANT BATTLES:
Khe Sanh - 

An isolated U.S. Marine base in the northern part of South Vietnam. In late



December 1968, the NVA launched a major offensive against the marine base.



US command determined to hold the base and sent 50,000 reinforcements. The 



battle was one of the largest battles of the war.

Tet Offensive - 
On January 30, 1968, the Viet Cong launched a general offensive throughout South 



Vietnam. Although it proved a strategic victory for the US in that the Viet Cong lost



ten times as many soldiers as the US while gaining no ground, the offensive had a 



profound effect on the US media's portrayal of the war. After the offensive, the 



media began to declare the impossibility of winning the war, and an already weary 



America turned harshly against the war.

Dien Bien Phu - 
Battle in 1954, where the Viet Minh defeated the French to end the First Indochina 




War and give Vietnam more power at the Geneva Conference bargaining table.

Hamburger Hill - 
Part of the 1969 operation in the A Shau Valley officially known as “Operation 




Apache Snow”, in which 241 U.S. soldiers were killed while trying to capture Hill 937 



from the NVA. 

Ia Drang Valley - 
A remote communist sactuary and infiltration route in the Central Highlands of South




 Vietnam. Site of the first engagement between U.S. forces and regular NVA divisions.




 The battle illustrated the influence of the helicopter on combat operations.

PLACES:

Hue


Major city in central Vietnam (Annam province). The former Imperial Capital.
My Lai

Village where over 500 old men, women & children where systematically 




murdered by overzealous U.S. troops.

Saigon


The capital of South Vietnam

Hanoi


Major city in Northern Vietnam (Tonkin). Capital for the DRV.

DaNang

SVN city where the 1st U.S. air base was established & the 1st ground troops




were sent to protect the base from Viet Cong attack.

Haiphong

A major harbor city in NVN. Bombed by U.S. bombers and mined by U.S. Navy.
Cambodia - 

Once part of French Indochina, it was located on the southwest border of South Vietnam.



As a neutral country in the war, it was used by the Viet Cong as a “Sanctuary” where 



they could safely hide from U.S. troops.

Laos- 


Once part of French Indochina, it was located on the northwest border of Vietnam. Part



of the Ho Chi Minh Trail passed through this country.




Thailand - 

Once known as Siam. This Southeast Asian country remained independent throughout



theVietnam war. 
DMZ - 

The demilitarized zone located a roughly the 17th parallel. It was the dividing line




 between North and South Vietnam established in 1954 at the Geneva Convention.
VIEW POINTS/CAUSE & EFFECT – answers to many of the following questions may be found at:
Vietnam: A Pop Quiz - FPRI  and the other quizzes found at: VIETquizzes
-Why were American troops were sent to South Vietnam in 1961. At that time what was their mission?
-What was Lyndon Johnson’s chief aim in Southeast Asia? 

-Why did President Johnson chose not to run for reelection in 1968?
-Why did the United States get involved in the war in Indochina in the 1950’s? 

-Explain the “lessons” of Vietnam for the following standpoints:

A. Military recruitment: 

B. Foreign policy:

C. Strategy:

D. Politics: 

E. Civil-military relations:

-When the United States took charge of the war, what was the major impact on Vietnamese society?

-What was the War Powers Act designed to ensure?

-The shooting of  4 students at Kent State University by Ohio National Guardsmen occurred as a result of student demonstrations over what issue?

-How did European Colonialism in  Indochina since the late 1800's, cause widespread support for Nationalist movements throughout Vietnam?

Map Identification: Find the letter on the map that corresponds to the names of the places below. Put the correct letter in the corresponding numbered space on the answer sheet.

North Vietnam



China

South Vietnam



Hanoi

Laos





Saigon

Cambodia




Haiphong

Thailand




Dien Bien Phu

[image: image1.jpg]



