2006 – Vietnam War Laptop Assignment – Part 2
Go to Sparknotes’ Vietnam War site:

http://www.sparknotes.com/history/american/vietnamwar/
Click on the link that says: “U.S. Involvement and the Cold War Context 1947-1955”

Read the selection and answer the following questions:

1. What was the policy developed by U.S. State Department analyst George F. Kennan in 1947?

2. What 3 major events in 1948 and 1949 brought the American fear of Communism to a fever pitch?

3. What 2 things encouraged President Truman to begin a rapid buildup of the U.S. military?
4.  Explain President Eisenhower’s “Domino Theory”.

5. What fears did the U.S. Government have about the free elections promised for Vietnam at the Geneva

     Conference, which were scheduled to occur in 1956?
6. How did the Republic of Vietnam come into being in 1955?

7. How was U.S. policy in Vietnam based upon “Lessons Learned” in World War II?

Now navigate to the next chapter: “Diem and the Republic of Vietnam 1955-1960” 
8. Give 3 specific reasons the Diem government was unpopular with the Vietnamese people.
9. What was the NLF and what did it do after it’s formation in 1960?

10. In what areas of Vietnam was the Diem regime popular & influential?

11. In what areas of Vietnam was the Diem regime universally hated?

Now, navigate to the next chapter: “Kennedy and the First U.S. Involvement: 1961–1963”.

12. Who were JFK’s: a) Secretary of State  b) Secretary of Defense c) National Security Advisor and 

      d) Attorney General?

13. What two moves by Premier Nikita Khrushchev of the U.S.S.R., escalated America’s alarm about 
       the spread of Communism?

14. What was MACV? What was it’s role in Vietnam in the early 1960’s?

15. How did MACV accidentally help the Viet Cong?

16. What was MACV’s “Strategic Hamlet” program?  Why did the plan fail?

17. What event in 1963 caused some U.S. journalists to begin to believe that U.S. involvement in Vietnam might

         quickly become a quagmire? 

18. What events in 1963 began to turn world opinion against the Diem regime?

19.  What two assassinations in 1963 drastically changed the situation in Vietnam?
20. What slowly caused American public opinion to sour on U.S. policy in Vietnam?

