1960’S AND 70’S

Notes:

The 60s was a time of change and transition

Influences on the culture:

Causes of the 60’s attitude

The Cold War – Communism vs Capitalism

U.S.S.R. = Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

1917 the U.S.S.R. became the worlds first Communist country.

During WW2 the U.S. was allied with the U.S.S.R. against Hitler’s Nazi Germany.

After WW2 the U.S.S.R. became our biggest enemy

“Iron Curtain” 

The biggest fear of the U.S. was the spread of Communism

The mood in both the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. was one of “Paranoia”

Huge propaganda war

“Espionage”

1949 the U.S.S.R. exploded it 1st Atom Bomb

1963 the U.S. and U.S.S.R. signed the “Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty”

Jim Crow laws

Laws, mostly in southern states aimed at blacks to “keep them in their place”

Lynchings = extra-legal executions usually carried out by mobs. 

N.A.A.C.P. = National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

Movements of the 60’s & 70’s

I. Civil Rights Movement


A. Civil Disobedience


B. Passive Resistance

II. U.C. Berkley “Free Speech Movement”

III. Anti-War movement

IV. Women’s Liberation Movement

V. Gay Rights Movement

VI. Black Power Movement

Important events that raised awareness of the U.S. public to the civil rights problems faced by black people.

1954 – Supreme Court Decision – “Brown vs the Board of Education” - the ruling overturned the old doctrine of “separate but equal” & outlawed segregation in public schools.

1955

Lynching of Emmett Till – Money Mississippi 

Montgomery Bus Boycott

Rosa Parks

Martin Luther King Jr. first attracted the attention of Americans as a dynamic leader of the Civil Rights movement.

Sit-Ins = A protest tactic used to protest racial discrimination in southern department stores & restaurants. 

On February 1, 1960, four black college students at North Carolina A&T University began protesting racial segregation in restaurants by sitting at “white-only” lunch counters and waiting to be served.

1961 - Freedom Rides – SNCC activists traveled by bus through the deep South to desegregate these companies' bus terminals, as required by federal law.
Segregation = keeping races separate

Integration = mixing the races together

Thurgood Marshall – early NAACP leader who became a justice of the U.S. Supreme Court in 1967.

16th Street Baptist 1963 – Church Bombing – Birmingham Alabama – Sunday school class bombed – 4 young girls ages 11-14 were killed. At first no one was convicted. 

Civil Rights Organizations:

N.A.A.C.P =  National Association for the Advancement of Colored People


leaders:  Thurgood Marshall – Rosa Parks – Ed Nixon

S.C.L.C. =  Southern Christian Leadership Conference


leaders: Martin Luther King Jr., Ralph Abernathy, Jesse Jackson, Fred Shuttlesworth

S.N.C.C. =  Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee


leaders: Ella Baker – John Lewis – 

                          Stokely Carmichael (later became a leader of the Black Panther Party)

C.O.R.E. =  Congress of Racial Equality - was founded in 1942 to challenge segregation in public accommodations in the North.


leaders: Roy Innis

“FREE SPEECH MOVEMENT”

Originated in the University of California at Berkeley.

Rebellion against “the Establishment” (authorities, and traditional societal institutions)

1960 – Protest against H.U.A.C. (the House Un-American Activities Committee)

Students complained of “Repression” from the Establishment against any radical ideas.

The “Baby Boom” had produced a large number children, many of whom became college students by the 1960’s. Most were from Upper-Middle Class or Upper Class families. Seen by some, as “spoiled rich kids” protesting against the way of life that allowed them to become rich and spoiled in the first place.

Mario Savio – was the nominal “leader” of the Free Speech Movement at Berkeley.

The students protested against the University’s participation in the “Military Industrial Complex” through its research facilities, like the ones that helped to develop Nuclear Weapons technology.

Students wanted “Academic Freedom” (freedom of thought) They wanted the University to allow Left-wing speakers and organizations to hold rallies and give speeches on campus.

They staged “Sit-Ins” and “Teach-Ins” at the University. Sometimes they tried to shut down the normal workings of the Administration Building by staging mass Sit-Ins.

After succeeding in gaining “Free Speech” concessions from the University of California the students turned to other issues of “Social Consciousness”

Demonstrations & rallies were held in support of a variety of causes, such as Civil Rights, Environmental issues, and Social Justice.

As time went on, they began to turn to Anti-War protests.

“Stop the Draft Week” – occurred in 1967 when students across the country protested against the drafting of young men into the military. They tried to shut down the systems that made the war possible.

Tactics began to change from peaceful resistance and civil disobedience to violent opposition and even rioting. The Black Panther Party called for a “Social Revolution” in U.S. society and preached the necessity of an “armed struggle”.  Some Black Panther Party leaders:

Stokley Charmichael

Huey Newton

H. Rap Brown

The Black Panthers only represented a very small percentage of the population (less than 1%) but the media attention given to violence “Radicallized” other more mainstream protest movements.

By 1968 violent protest had spread throughout the U.S. & the rest of the world.

The culture of young people began to evolve into what the young leftists called the “Counter-Culture” – they were opposed to almost anything that was considered acceptable by the mainstream culture. They rejected most of the traditional values of American culture. They grew their hair long, dressed in generally dirty, unkempt clothes, liberally experimented with a variety of drugs (especially the “Psychedelic” drugs like LSD, Pot, and Hallucinogenic Mushrooms. They believed in and sometimes practiced “free love”, living in “Communes” (group living) and listened to Psychedelic music and enjoyed Psychedelic art.

THE SPACE RACE

The U.S. vs the Soviet Union

1957 Soviet Union launched Sputnik 1

The rocket launch introduced the first I.C.B.M. (Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile)

The 1st U.S. space program was called “Project Mercury”

The 1st person in space was a Soviet cosmonaut named Yuri Gagarin

The 1st American in space was astronaut Alan Shepherd

The 1st American to orbit the earth was astronaut John Glenn

The 1st woman in space was  Soviet cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova.

N.A.S.A. = National Aeronautics and Space Administration

PROJECT MERCURY – 1959 - 1963

The 7 original Project Mercury Astronauts: (in order of their flight into space)

1. Alan Shepherd

2. Virgil “Gus” Grissom

3. John Glenn

4. Scott Carpenter

5. Walter “Wally” Schirra

6. Gordon Cooper

7. Deke Slayton - (originally grounded due to a heart condition – he would serve as NASA's Director of Flight Crew Operations. Slayton was responsible for all crew assignments at NASA from November 1963 until March 1972, when he was granted medical clearance to fly as docking module pilot of the

Apollo-Soyuz Test Project. 

PROJECT GEMINI – 1963 – 1966

Project Gemini was the second human space flight program of the U.S. space program. It operated between Projects Mercury and Apollo, during the years 1963 - 1966. Its objective was to develop techniques for advanced space travel, notably those necessary for Project Apollo, whose objective was to land men on the moon. Gemini missions involved EVA’s (extravehicular activity) and orbital maneuvers including rendezvous (linking up) and docking (joining together).

President Kennedy proposed joint programs, such as a Moon landing by Soviet and American astronauts and improved weather-monitoring satellites. Soviet Premier, Nakita Khrushchev, sensing an attempt to steal superior Russian space technology, rejected these ideas.
PROJECT APOLLO – 1963 - 1974

Apollo was the manned space program dedicated to the goal of landing a man on the moon & returning him safely to earth.

Apollo 1 Disaster – January 27, 1967

3 Astronauts died as a result of a fire during routine tests on the launch pad.

Command Pilot Virgil “Gus” Grissom, Senior Pilot Ed White, and Pilot Roger Chaffee.

Apollo 13 – explosion – April, 1970 – An oxygen tank exploded en route to the moon, forcing cancellation of landing. All crew members returned to earth safely.
Apollo 11 – 1st  Moon Landing by a manned space craft

Although unmanned Soviet space probes had reached the Moon before any U.S. craft, American Neil Armstrong became the first person to set foot on the lunar surface on July 21st, 1969, after landing the previous day. Commander of the Apollo mission, Armstrong received backup from command-module pilot Michael Collins and lunar-module pilot Buzz Aldrin. The event was watched on television by over 500 million people around the world. Social commentators widely recognize the lunar landing as one of the defining moments of the 20th century.

The end of the Space Race, is debatable. Most hotly contested during the 1960s, the Space Race continued through the Apollo moon landing of 1969. Although they followed Apollo 11 with five more manned lunar landings, American space scientists turned to new arenas. Skylab would gather data, and the Space Shuttle would work on returning spaceships intact from space journeys. Americans would claim that by first landing a man on the moon they had won this unofficial "race". Soviet scientists meanwhile pushed ahead with their own projects, and would likely not have conceded anything like defeat. In any event, as the Cold War subsided, and as other nations began to develop their own space programs, the notion of a continuing "race" between the two superpowers became less real.

Both nations had developed manned military space programs, and launched many communications, weather and other types of satellites. 
The Space Race slowed after the Apollo 11 landing on the moon. Others feel its end came most clearly with the joint Apollo-Soyuz mission of 1975. The Soviet craft Soyuz 19 met and docked in space with America's Apollo, allowing astronauts from the "rival" nations to pass into each other's ships and participate in combined experimentation. Although each country's endeavors in space persisted, they went largely in different "directions", and the notion of a continuing two-nation "race" became outdated after Apollo-Soyuz.

