The Origins of the war in Iraq

Before you begin:  open up a new Internet Explorer window (new tab). This will allow you to easily switch back and forth between the questions and the page you are reading.

You may cut & paste answers instead of typing by highlighting the words you want to copy and then hold down the Control key while you press C.  You can then paste those words in the spaces below by holding down the Control key and pressing V. 

Read the article “The Origins of the Bush Iraq War Plan” found on the following web page: Jason Leopold: The 1998 Origins of the Bush Iraq War Drive
1. What were the names of the two people who tried to convince President Clinton to attack Iraq in 1998? 

A. 

B. 

2. What right-wing “Think Tank” did these two people belong to?

3. What was President Clinton’s response to their letter?

4. Who did they write to next on May 19, 1998?

A. 

B.

5. According to an aide of President Clinton, why didn’t Clinton consider war with Iraq an option?

6. According to the author of this article (Jason Leopold), what does the fact that these letters were written in 1998 prove?

Look again at the letter written to President Clinton: Letter to President Clinton on Iraq
7. How many people signed the letter?

8. How many of these people are listed as “Neoconservatives” by the web site “Right-Web” Right Web – (see instructions below)

Click on the words “Right Web” above. Switch back and forth between the Right Web page and the Letter to Clinton page and compare the names.

Now you should be able to accurately answer question number 8 (above).

9. According to “Source Watch” what is the definition of Neoconservative?Neo-conservative - SourceWatch
Read the article “How neoconservatives conquered Washington -- and launched a war“By Michael Lind  on Salon.com 

(click the link in the top right corner to enter Salon.

http://archive.salon.com/opinion/feature/2003/04/09/neocons/
10. In paragraph 4 of his article, who does Lind name as the “Intellectuals” inside the government?

11. According to paragraph 4 of his article, why was John Bolton assigned to the State Department?

12. According to paragraph 4 of his article, who are the two Neocons outside of the government?

13. According to Lind, what is the attitude of the Republican career soldiers in the 

Pentagon to the Neoconservatives?  (Paragraph 4)

14. In paragraph 5 of his article, Lind says that the neoconservatives call their revolutionary ideology “Wilsonianism”. What, according to Lind, do genuine Wilsonians believe in?

15. What are the 5 parts of the “metaphorical pentagon” that Lind describes in 

      Paragraph 6 of the article?

16. In paragraph 6, where does Lind say the American Enterprise Institute (AEI) get its money from?

17. What does Lind say is the major link between the conservative think tanks and the Israel lobby?  (Paragraph 7)

18. What are the ties that bind Paul Wolfowitz & Douglas Feith to Israel? (Paragraph 8)

19. What did Perle and Feith do while out of power in the Clinton years? (Paragraph 8)

20. Who did the “typical Jewish-Americans” mostly vote for in the 2000 election?

21. What does the “Religious Right” believe about Israel and Palestine?

22. According to Lind, what is the “final corner of the neoconservative pentagon”?  (Paragraph 9) Who are the owners? (Paragraphs 9 & 10)

23. What links the corners of the pentagon together? (Paragraph 11)

24. According to Lind in paragraph 12 of his article, why didn’t the neoconservatives support George W. Bush in the primaries?

25. What was the “stroke of luck” that gave the neoconservatives their opportunity to stack the Bush administration with hard-liners? (Paragraph 13)

26. How did being raised in West Texas make George W. Bush different from his father? (Paragraph 14)

27. What gave George W. Bush his  “mission in life”? (Paragraph 15)

28. According to Lind, what country is the next target for the Neocons?  (Paragraph 16)

29. What does Lind mean by “America’s 18th century electoral rules”? (Paragraph 17)

