Beyond Baghdad e-Worksheet
Be sure to save your work after every answer to avoid losing your work.
Vocabulary: Go to Dictionary.com at the following address: Dictionary.com  and look up the following terms and write a definition in your own words.

a. volatile
b. sectarian 

c. ambivalence
d. subdued

e. riven
f. autonomy
g. secular
After completing the vocabulary exercise above,  go to Frontline’s companion web site for “Beyond Baghdad Frontline: Beyond Baghdad | PBS 

Read the Introduction to find out: 

1. Why did Frontline return to Iraq in November of 2003?

2. How long did they stay?

3. What areas of Iraq did they visit?

4. In paragraph 3 of the introduction, what does it say this documentary explores?

5. What are the unique problems found in each of the following areas of Iraq?
a. The North

b. Central Iraq

c. The South

6. What does the producer find is the cause of bitterness in the southern city of  Nasiriya?
Go back to the top of the page and navigate back to the home page for “Beyond Baghdad”.

Now from the home page, click on the words “Map: Peoples and Politics” to go to the interactive map of Iraq.

Read the introduction to the map.

7. Which group of people in Iraq have been “historically dominant”?

8. What are the five groups mentioned in the text above the map?

Use the map’s “interactive” feature to answer the following questions.

9. How many Kurds live in Iraq?  What percentage of Iraq’s total population does this represent?
10. Where do the rest of the Kurds in the middle-east live?

11. What is the primary religion of the Iraqi Kurds?

12. In what two ways have the Iraqi Kurds suffered at the hands of Saddam Hussein?

a.

b.

13. What was the result of the Kurds first democratic election in 1992?
14. What was the deadline set by the U.S.-led coalition and the Governing Council for transfering sovereignty to Iraqis?

15. What is the most controversial, and potentially explosive, question about the Kurds in Iraq?
Go back to the interactive map and click on the Sunni controlled area of Iraq.

16. What percentage of Iraq’s population is made up of Sunni Arabs?
17. Who established modern Iraq?  When?

18. What is the greatest fear of the Iraqi Sunnis?

19. What is the “Sunni Triangle” & why is it notorious?

20.  Who makes up the “Shura council”?

21. What does the Shura council hope to do?

22. Name the two most prominent Sunni Arabs on the Iraqi Governing Council.

a.

b.

Now click on a Shiite controlled area on the interactive map of Iraq.

23. What percentage of Iraq’s total population do the Shiites represent?

24. Explain Saddam Hussein’s "Arabization" program.  
25. What was the result of the attempted Shiite revolt against Saddam Hussein in 1991?  Why did it fail?
26. How has the southern part of Iraq maintained order since the U.S – led invasion?

27. Who is Grand Ayatollah Ali Husseini al-Sistani’s Shiite rival in the poorest Shia areas?

28. Who is the controversial founder of the “Iraqi National Congress”?

Now click on a Turkomen area on the interactive map and read about the Turkomen.

29. What percentage of Iraq’s population is Turkomen (two possible answers)?

30. In what way is Songul Chapouk unique among the other Iraqi political leaders?

31. The control of what city is a major point of contention between the Turkomen and the Kurds?

Go to http://www.globalsecurity.org  - read the description of Kirkuk.

32. Explain why control of Kirkuk is important to both Turkomen and Kurds?
